A Multiplex-PCR Method for Diagnosis of AY-Group Phytoplasmas.
Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) methods using phytoplasma-specific primers are widely used to detect phytoplasmas from infected plants and insects. Here, I describe a method of multiplex-PCR to amplify nine gene fragments in PCR reactions from AY-group phytoplasmas. Strain-identification was possible after electrophoresis and direct sequencing was also possible after PCR. The combinations of primers can be easily modified, so this method could be applied to other phytoplasma strains.